
• We succeeded in passing a two-year, $22 billion biennial budget for the Commonwealth.  This is our key task 

as lawmakers during the session.

• I am a strong supporter of public education and I fought the Governor’s dangerous cuts to K-12 education and to 

our state colleges and universities. Experts predict a state budget surplus for the next two years but the governor 

aggressively sought cuts to public education. We were successful in restoring the governor’s cuts to elementary 

and secondary education, and drastically reduced the proposed cuts to higher education.

• Our efforts to protect public education mean there will be not cuts to K-12 funding for family resource centers, 

youth service centers, dropout prevention efforts, preschool and after-school programs, gifted classes, profes-

sional development and textbook purchases.

• We set aside more than $1.2 billion in new money to shore up KTRS and KERS, and provided an additional 

$125 million in a permanent fund to address future pension costs, following an independent audit.

• The House Majority was also successful in raising preschool eligibility to 200 percent of the federal poverty level, 

opening the door for many more Kentucky children to obtain high-quality instruction in preparation for kindergarten. 

Unfortunately, the Governor used his line-item veto to deny middle class families this important opportunity.

• The Governor also vetoed bipartisan language that would have provided legislative oversight of a $100 million 

bond pool slated for economic development. Please know that I will keep close watch over the expenditure of 

these funds to ensure they have positive and measureable results.
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• As chairman of the Budget Review Subcommittee on Economic Development, Natural Resources and Environ-

mental Protection, we successfully included $250,000 in the state budget for an Apprenticeship Program. These 

monies were used for three new Program Coordinators for outreach, program reviews and technical support.  

Reference: August 1, 2016 BR Sub Committee Economic Development meeting presentation.

• The Judicial Branch will have funding as the chief justice requested.

• Kentucky State Police trooper raises are funded.

• The budget provides more money for heroin and drug treatment.

• The House Majority was also successful in eliminating the Governor’s requested cuts to  Kentucky Educational Tele-

vision, an important resource in so many public classrooms across the Commonwealth.

 
THE COMMONWEATH

• After years of debate, we passed legislation that will provide a second chance to those who have been charged 

with certain non-violent felonies. House Bill 40 will allow eligible offenders to request a court to vacate and ex-

punge their criminal records after completing their sentences and waiting five years. The legislation would not 

apply to felons convicted of violent crimes or sexual offenses. Additionally, the bill includes provisions that would al-

low prosecutors to respond on behalf of crime victims and for a judge to make the final decision on expungement. 

The bill -- endorsed by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, the Kentucky Council of Churches and the Catholic 

Conference of Kentucky -- would ease barriers for those seeking to re-enter the workforce.

• I supported legislation that will extend that so-called “look-back” period to allow habitual DUI offenders to face 

stiffer penalties.                    

SUCCESSFUL LEGISLATION I SPONSERED
• Legislation I sponsored relating to school councils, House Bill 184, was signed into law by the Governor on April 

13. House Bill 184 will provide alternative principal selection process for county school districts in a county with a 

consolidated local government. I sponsored this legislation, which also sets penalties for a school council member violating 

confidentiality of the alternative principal selection process. Additionally, House Bill 184 makes any discretionary action 

taken under the alternative method of principal selection subject to provisions of employer-employee bargained contracts  



between districts and employees. As a result of the passage HB 184 the new law was used effectively August 3rd to 

address a concern Atherton High School and Highland Middle. JCPS Superintendent Donna Hargens stated: “Dr. Aberli 

is a highly skilled administrator and educator, and we could not have hoped for a better outcome for this opening. This is 

exactly the scenario we imagined when we championed this law and why this legislation is so important – to give our dis-

trict the flexibility to help place proven leaders in schools. I’m grateful for the out-of-the-box thinking and bipartisan support 

in making this possible.”  I want to thank Chairman Derrick Graham (House) Chairman Mike Wilson (Senate) and Senator 

Dan Seum and my colleagues for their bi-partisan support on this legislation.

• I also sponsored House Bill 149, a legislative measure that relates to work periods within consolidated local governments 

and declaring an emergency. This hybrid work schedule will provide a balance for our police officers to maximize their com-

mitment to our community and commitment to their families. This legislation was signed by the governor on April 6. I want 

to thank Senator Julie Raque Adams and my colleagues for their bi-partisan support on this legislation.

• House Bill 38 directs the Department of Agriculture to promulgate administrative regulations related to zip lines. I sponsored 

this legislation to ensure the safety of our citizens after a zip line facility began operating in our legislative district. This new 

law will also require the department to establish administrative penalties and civil penalties. I want to thank Senator Chris 

Girdler and my colleagues for their bi-partisan support on this legislation. 

 

 

PRE FILLED BILLS 2017
• This session, I also sponsored the following bills and will pre file again this year for the 2017 session.

• HB 403 relating to day reporting programs in criminal sentencing. This legislation would cut the cost of incarceration and 

help nonviolent offenders turn their lives around. While this measure passed the House overwhelmingly, it was not 

taken up by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

• HB 227 relating to public procurement. “Kentucky Buy American Act” require preference for iron, steel and manu-

factured goods in Kentucky.

• HB 151 relating to railroads. Requiring two – person crews on trains or light engines used in connection of moving freight.

Throughout the 2016 session, I worked hard to represent the interests of the people of Louisville and Jefferson County in 

the 37th House District to the very best of my ability. As a friendly reminder, I encourage you to contact me if you know of 

a young person who is interested in government and would like serve as a page during the 2017 legislative session. 

 
I’m also interested in receiving your opinions and information on different legislative and community issues. During the 

interim, you may reach me by writing jeff.donohue@lrc.ky.gov or calling the Legislative Message Line toll-free at  

1-800-372-7181. If you need additional information about legislation passed during the 2016 session, please visit www.lrc.ky.gov.
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I say it often, but I am deeply honored to serve as your 
state representative. Thank you for this opportunity, and I 
look forward to being in contact with you again soon.

On a personal note, I want 
to thank my seat mate 
for the last four years 
Representative Larry Clark 
for his willingness to share his 
wealth of knowledge he has 
acquired over the years. An 
individual who never forgot 
his roots and his commitment 
to family, friends, and the 
commonwealth of Kentucky.
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